
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Friends of Green Hill Cemetery (FoGHC) second full year of activities were productive and fun! 

Two walking tours entitled άThe Plants and The Plantedέ were ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ 

weekends, highlighting horticultural and historical aspects of Green Hill, attended by increasingly large groups.  At 

the request of groups who cannot walk the cemetery, virtual tours of Green Hill were provided via PowerPoint 

presentations for several garden club meetings. 

  Volunteer work sessions on the 3rd 

Saturday mornings of most months 

engaged a dozen volunteers to clip vines, 

lop shrubs, and remove sucker branches,  

throughout the cemetery.   This makes 

mowing easier for cemetery staff who 

kindly remove piles of vegetative debris 

accumulated after these work days.  

 

Our financial contributions matched City funds toward purchase of two long-lasting bronze plaques indicating  

Green Hill Cemetery - Established 1877 

which now are attached to both granite 

entrance walls.  Both entrances were 

weeded throughout the year and a row of 

Helleborus (Lenten Rose) were donated 

and planted outside each entrance.  These 

winter blooming perennials will brighten 

entrances for years to come.   

 

Thanks to a generous 2011 donation from 

the S.J. Edwards Foundation , contributions 

from other individuals, and our tours, 

Friends of Green Hill completed purchase of 

three handsome metal benches and two 

sturdy picnic tables and benches installed by 

City staff, providing prime resting areas and 

vistas across Green Hill Cemetery. 

      Accomplishments in  2011 



 

Our new expansive Gathering Area received its inaugural plantings of evergreen and deciduous trees (magnolia and 

holly) and dozens of perennial shrubs (such as beauty berry and butterfly bush) and flowers (peonies, lilies, and 

jonquils).    Funding was generated by contributions solicited by David Craft, funds raised by walking tours and 

virtual tours provided by Ann Stringfield, labor implemented by an Eagle Scout project of Alexander Valitutto, and 

assistance, advice, equipment and permission from City Cemetery Superintendent Mike Moye and his staff. 

Thanks to design assistance of FoGHC volunteer Doug Spencer in coordination 

cemetery staff, this Gathering Area today fulfills its envisioned purposes.  While 

the outer crescent continues service for dirt dumping and tractor drive through, 

over 40 plantings will gradually screen the service area while providing multi-

season botanical interest.  Two sturdy picnic tables, secured on concrete pads, 

encourage cemetery visitors to gather, pause, and reflect in this lovely new focal 

point in Green Hill.  Future plans include construction of a short curved wall, a 

welcoming sign, and plaques thanking donors.  
 

In Green Hill, Boy Scout Trent Harshey found a perfect project toward his Eagle Scout award.  

Trent refurbished the entire /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ (CHS) cemetery plot, cleaning stones of 40 

infants buried there, stabilizing the central cross, adding a small stone wall, and beautifying with 

long-blooming roses and dwarf evergreen boxwoods.  At 5 months of age, Trent was adopted 

through the CHS and now at 18 years of age has returned his gratitude through service. 

 

In August 2011 we ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DǊŜŜƴǎōƻǊƻ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΩǎ Community Landscaping 

Award, accepted at their annual meeting by volunteers Doug Spencer and Ann Stringfield.  On 

December 24, 2011, Doug Spencer died unexpectedly at the youthful age of 45, an immense loss 

for his family and friends far and wide.  We plan to honor 5ƻǳƎΩǎ significant contributions, creative 

talents, and gracious generosity. 

²ŜΩǾe begun to rewrite and reorganize the original Green Hill Cemetery Tour guidebook and 

anticipate that among our accomplishments for 2012!  Throughout 2011 our FoGHCΩǎ website was 

regularly updated, our Facebook page accumulated ƻǾŜǊ мпл άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ with numerous photos of monthly workday 

improvements, and our e-mails regularly solicited funds and engaged participants in upcoming events.  We 

appreciate the Friends of the Greensboro Parks & Recreation Foundation which serves as a conduit for managing 

our funds through their Executive Director Marcie Richardson. 

In conclusion, Friends of Green Hill Cemetery activities in 2011:  

 Added benches, picnic tables, and a landscaped Gathering Area  

 Enhanced entrance gates with winter blooming plants and elegant signage  

 Provided horticultural and historical on-site and virtual tours as well as 
monthly work sessions with a dozen volunteers.  

 Invigorated the horticultural, historical, and educational opportunities that 

Green Hill and all local cemeteries have to offer!  Join us as we tour, 

enhance, donate, and volunteer. 

 Visit  www.FriendsOfGreenHillCemetery.org   or   e-mail  info@FriendsOfGreenHillCemetery.org 

http://www.friendsofgreenhillcemetery.org/
mailto:info@FriendsOfGreenHillCemetery.org

